Detection of antibodies to extractable nuclear antigens using calf thymus and rabbit thymus. A comparative study of 1000 consecutive anti-nuclear antibody positive patients.
A comparison between calf thymus extract and rabbit thymus extract to determine their suitability for clinical laboratories in detecting antibodies to extractable nuclear antigens (ENA) was undertaken. Calf thymus extract (CTE) detected 90% more ENA positive patients and 155% more lines than rabbit thymus extract (RTE). In contrast to RTE, CTE resolved Sm and RNP into two distinct lines, had superior stability at -80 degrees C and produced greater clarity of definition of precipitin lines.